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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and  consideration, 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Westhoughton,  for  the  year,  1970. 

STATISTICS 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  in  1970  was  17,800  and 
increase  of  1 80  on  the  figure  ascertained  for  19&9- 

During  the  year  a  total  of  258  births  were  registered,  of  which 
5  were  stillborn,  so  that  the  Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  under  review 
is  14.2  as  against  15.3  the  previous  year,  and  the  Still  Birth  Rate 
19.0  as  against  25.0  in  1989. 

Seven  infants  failed  to  survive  to  their  first  birthday,  giving  an 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  28.0  for  the  year,  compared  with  six  deaths 
and  a  rate  of  22.0  in  the  previous  year. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  which  occured  in  hospital  and  in  spite 
of  all  the  available  resources.  The  cause  proved  to  be  entirely 
unavoidable.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  therefore,  is  3*88. 

The  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes,  was  21 6  giving  a  Crude 
Death  Rate  of  12.1  and  an  adjusted  rate  of  13.2. 

The  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  the  national  rate  is 
0.88  and  the  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  the  national 
rata  is  1.13.  The  birth  rate  is  therefore  somewhat  lower  and  the  death 
rate  somewhat  higher  than  the  national  average. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Lancashire  County  Council,  through  its  Divisional  Health  Scheme 
1947,  has  continued  to  provide  the  personal  health  services  in  the 
district,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  Section  B  of  the  Report, 
together  with  certain  information  in  regard  to  other  services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

During  the  year  the  environmental  hygiene  of  the  district  has  been 
kept  under  close  supervision.  Over  five  thousand  visits  were  made  to  a 
wide  variety  of  premises.  Pour  hundred  and  sixty  six  defects  or 
contraventions  were  discovered  and  over  eleven  hundred  defects  abated. 

One  hundred  and  forty  eight  informal  notices  were  served  in  addition  to 
eleven  statutory  notices. 
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During  the  year  the  opening  of  the  M.6l  motorway  with  direct 
links  from  Westhoughton  relieved  traffic  on  the  A. 6  trunk  road. 

Ease  of  access  to  a  national  road  network  coupled  with  the  future 
development  of  ninety  six  acres  of  land  at  Wingates  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  as  an  industrial  estate,  are  likely  to  be  significant 
factors  in  the  growth  of  Westhoughton.  The  Council’s  determination 
to  ensure  that  ne?/  work  in  relation  to  sewers  and  sewage. disposal 
proceeds  as  quickly  as  practicable  has  an  important  bearing  pn  future 
development.  The  construction  of  three  sedimentation/ storm  tanks 
has  been  completed  and  work  on  the  main  contract  for  a  new  sewage 
disposal  plant  will  start  next  year.  Equally  important  is  the  need 
to  continue  with  progress  in  clean  air  and  house  improvement.  It 
is  noted  with  pleasure  that  serious  consideration  is  to  be  given  to 
the  reclamation  of  derelict  land.  These  and  all  other  aspects  of 
environmental  control  which  enhance  the  quality  of  life  and  have 
an  effect,  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  health  and  well  being  of 
the  community  are  to  be  welcomed. 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  has  functioned 
satisfactorily  and  a  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  7,198  refuse  bins  are  emptied  each  week.  The  Civic 
Amenities  Act  1  9&7  has  been  fully  operated  and  bulk  removals  of 
refuse  free  of  charge  from  domestic  premises  numbered  over  nine  . 
hundred.  Facilities  also  exist  for  householders  to  take  rubbish 
to  the  Garnet  Fold  tip  site  during  working  hours.  There  can  be  no 
excuse  for  dumping  of  rubbish  on  vacant  plots  of  land  and  severe 
penalties  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  can  be  incurred  for  persons 
guilty  of  this  type  of  anti-sooial  behaviour. 

No.  6  Smoke  Control  Order  comprising  approximately  359  premises 
was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  during  the  year.  About  2,175  premises 
are  now  subject  to  Smoke  Control  Orders.  Shortages  of  solid 
smokeless  fuels  though  apparant  were  not  as  acute  as  anticipated  and 
no  Orders  were  suspended.  It  is  noted  that  solid  smokeless  fuel 
supplies  are  expected  to  meet  demand  in  the  winter  of  1971/72. 

The  provision  of  a  swimming  pool  jointly  with  the  education 
authority  for  both  public  and  school  use  has  been  considered  and 
accepted  in  principle.  Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Council  for 
primary  school  children  in  Westhoughton  to  have  free  admission  to  • 
swimming  baths  at  Horwich,  Atherton  or  Hindley  and  up  to  twenty 
tickets  are  issued  yearly  to  each  child  for  this  purpose. 
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Twenty  eight  houses  comprising  James  Street  and  Brancker  Street 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  demolished  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  four  individually  unfit  houses  were  also  demolished. 

One  unfit  house  was  the  subject  of  a  Closing  Order.  Forty  three 
persons  were  rehoused  from  unfit  dwellings.  Fifty  one  standard 
grants  to  provide  bathroom  facilities  in  houses  were  approved  and 
6  improvement  grants  entailing  whole  house  renovation  received 
approval. 

Over  1,200  requests  for  help  or  advice  in  relation  to  matters  of 
public  health  were  recorded  at  the  office  during  the  year.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  local  knowledge  by  Inspectors  enabled  the 
vast  majority  of  matters  to  be  dealt  with  speedily  on  an  informal  basis. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 

Details  of  the  various  diseases  concerned,  will  be  found  in 
Section  F  of  the  Report. 


Yours  faithfully. 


E.  Taylor 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30266476 


SECTION  A 


Stati sties  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

GENERAL 


Area  of  the  district  in  acres 

Population  -  1 961  census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  year 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

5,554 

16,254 

6,373 

2,050 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

(a) 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

119 

4 

123 

11 

238 

13 

119 

134 

233 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 
population)  -  14.2 

0>) 

Still  Births 

1 

4 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 
total  births)  -  19*0 

(c) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

120 

138 

238 

DEATHS 

(a) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

7 

(b) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total 

live  births 

28.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 , 000  legitimate 

live  births 

29.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
births 

illegitimate  live 

NIL 

(c) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 
live  births) 

per  1 , 000 

24.0 

(a) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

week 

20.0 
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DEATHS  (cont’d) 

(e)  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  39*0 

(f)  Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  deaths  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths)  3.87 

( g)  Cancer  38 

(h)  Heart  Disease  72 

(i)  Measles  Nil 

(j)  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

(k)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  9 

(l)  Pneumonia  18 

(m)  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  1 

Non-Pulmonary  Nil 

( n)  All  causes : - 

Male  1 1 1 

female  1 03 

Total  21 6 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

( a)  Crude  12.1 

(b)  Adjusted  13.2 
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Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
,year  1970  with  corresponding  figures  for  Westhoughton 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 
England  &  Wales  Westhoughton 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 

DEATHS : - 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Respiratory 
Other 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Lung  and  bronchus 
Other  cancer 

Maternal  Mortality  (total) 
Infant  Mortality 
Neo-natal  Mortality 
Early  neo-natal  Mortality 
Perinatal  Mortality 

NOTIEI CATIONS  ( Corrected) 


1 6.0 

14.2 

13.0 

19.0 

(a) 

11.7 

12.1 

0.033 

0.056 

0.019 

0.056 

0.014 

Nil 

2.39 

2.02 

0.62 

0.39 

1.77 

1.63 

0.18 

(a) 

3.87 

(a) 

18.0 

(b) 

28.0 

(b) 

12.0 

(b) 

24.0 

(b) 

11.0 

(b) 

20.0 

(b) 

23.0 

(a) 

39.0 

(a) 

Measles 

6.273 

2.75 

Dysentery 

0.220 

Nil 

Scarlet  Eever 

0.268 

0.336 

Who oping  Cough 

0.339 

0.504 

Infective  Jaundice 
Tuberculosis 

0.440 

0.112 

Respiratory 

0.194 

0.168 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

0.002 

Nil 

Other  forms 

0.048 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Tetanus 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Meningitis 

Acute  Encephalitis 

0.027 

Nil 

Infective 

0.002 

Nil 

Post  Infectious 

0.003 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.009 

Nil 

Paralytic 

Nil 

Nil 

N  on-p  araly t i c 

Nil 

Nil 

Leptospirosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.004 

Nil 

Typhoid  fever 

0.003 

Nil 

Rood  poisoning 

0.154 

Nil 

Anthrax 

Nil 

Nil 
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Notifications  (Corrected)  (cont^) 


’Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Plague 

Nil 

Nil 

Cholera 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhus  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Relapsing  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Yellow  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  Per  1 , 000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

(b)  Per  1,000  live  births. 
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gives  the  number  of  deaths 


from  the  various  causes. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1  1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

4 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  intestine 

2 

3  . 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7  | 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

_ 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  prostate 

1 

- 

' 1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

3  I 

6 

9 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2  1 

— 

2 

Mental  disorders 

—  ••  ■ 

1 

. 1  j 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 

— 

i  i 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

i  •  ! 

1 

•  2 

Hypertensive  disease' 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

33 

23 

58 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

!  8 

4 

12 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

1  16 

13 

29 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

9 

10 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

10 

8 

18  j 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

6 

3 

9  i 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

— 

1 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

2 

1  2 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

— 

1  1 

Other  diseases,  geni to -urinary  system 

— 

2 

2 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  etc* 

—  i 

1 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

— 

1  1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

2 

— 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

— 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

6 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

1  . 

4 

All  other  external  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

Ill 

105 

216  1 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  area 


Divisional  Medical  Officer 


Ellis  Taylor,  M.  B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.F.H., 

No.  1 1 , Divisional  Health  Office, 

Lancashire  County  Council, 

Leigh  Road, 

LEIGH,  Lancashire.  Telephone:.  Leigh  73227/8/9 

Ambulance  Service 

Control  Centre  -  Telephone:  Swinton  4343 

Care  of  children  -  Children  Act,  1948. 


Children's  Committee,  Lancashire  C.C.  -  Area  11 

Area  Children’s  Officer  -  Mr.  W.  N.  Ritchie, 

Williams  Deacon's  Bank  Chambers 
Market  Street,  Leigh. 


Telephone:  Leigh  74121 


Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 


Telephone:  Westhoughton  3139» 


Clinics 

1 •  Measles  Vaccination 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

(b)  Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

(Details  of  present  arrangements  available  on  request). 


2. 


ion  and  Smallpox  and 


(a)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

(b)  Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Thursday  1  ,30  p.n.  -  4*00  p.m, 


3.  Child  Welfare 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Thursday,  2.00  p,u,  -  4.00  p.m. 

Cricket  Pavillion,  St.  James  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Wednesday  1.30  p.m.  -  3.30  p.m. 

Over  Hulton  Clinic,  Salford  Road,  Over  Hultun. 
Tuesday  2.00  p.m.  -  4.00  p.m. 
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Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton 


arrangement) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 


Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Wednesday  -  9.00  a.m. 


Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Wes though ton. 

Monday  and  Wednesday  9*30  a.m.  -  12  noon  for  old  people 


School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich,  or 
"Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Wes though  ton. 


Relaxation  and  Exercises  Class  for  Expectant  Mothers 


Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Tuesday  10.00  a.m.  -  11.30  a.m. 

Cervical  Cytology  (For  prevention  and  early  diagnosis  cf  cancer 
of  the  cervix) 


Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Hearing  Testing  (by  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Dental  (by  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 


Day  Nurseries 

There  are  three  nurseries  in  the  division  intended  primarily  for 
children  from  nine  months  to  five  years,  whose  mothers  have  to'  go  out 
to  work  because  of  difficult  social  circumstances.  Application  forms 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Matron  of  each  of  the  nurseries,  details  of 
which  are  as  follows:  LEIG-H  -  Cavendish  Street  (Leigh  73386);  ATHERTON 
-  Gloucester  Street  (Atherton  248);  FARNWORTH  -  Piggott  Street 
(Farnworth  503).  A  fourth  nursery  is  -under  construction  -  LEIGH  -  Stone 
House,  St.  Helens  Road  (Leigh.  721 81 ) . 
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Family  Planning  Clinics 

Information  regarding  these  Clinics  is  obtainable  from  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  or  from  Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

1 5 •  School  Health  and  Minor  Ailment 

School  Health  Clinic,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton  -  Monday  10.00  a.m. 

1 6 .  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Chest  Clinic 

i 

(a)  The  Infirmary,  Leigh  (Telephone:  Leigh  73344) 

(b)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton  (Telephone:  Bolton  22311) 

1 7 •  Venereal  Diseases. 

Confidential  treatment  is  available  at  the  following  clinics 

(a)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton 

(b)  St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Manchester,  3. 

(c)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 

(d)  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

Convalescence 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Apply  to 
Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh.  Sick  bed  nursing  requisites 
and  appliances  are  available  free  on  loan  from  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
or  District  Nurses  -  Mrs.  Oliver,  6,  Townson  Drive,  Leigh  (Sister  in  charge; 
Tel.  Leigh  3123  and  Mrs.  G-reenhalgh,  6,  Washacre,  Westhoughton  -  Tel. 
Westhoughton  3384. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Health  Visiting  Service 

Health  Visitor s( School  Nurses  are  employed  full  time  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  in  the  district. 

Home  Help  Service 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Apply 
to  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 


District  Nurses  are  employed  full  time  in  the  District  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 
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Hospitals 


Royal  Infirmary,  Bolton. 

Bolton  District  General  Hospital,  Farnworth. 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan;  and  other  general  and  infectious 
disease  hospitals  situated  in  the  area  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Regional  Hospital  Laboratory  facilities  at  Bolton  and  Wigan  Infirmaries 
-and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


"Haslam",  "Havercroft"  and  "Heaton  Grange"  Maternity  Homes,  Bolton. 
"Firs"  Maternity  Home,  Leigh, 


Mental  Health 

This  service  is  a  most  important  part  of  the  new  Health  Service,  and  on 
application  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  information  and  help  can  be 
obtained  in  respect  of  the  mentally  sick  and  metally  subnormal. 


Two  full  time  domiciliary  midwives  are  employed  in  the  district  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  They  are  Mrs.  J.  A.  Crabtree,  14,  Allenby  Grove, 
Westhoughton  (Tel.  Westhoughton  2435)  and  Miss  P.  McGowan,  5,  Clive  Road, 
Westhoughton, (Tel.  Westhoughton  3751 ) •  A  relief  midwife  is  also  employed 
Mrs.  Jarvis,  22,  Winslow  Road,  WTes though ton  (Tel.  Westhoughton  2057). 


Provision  for  their  care  is  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


'Welfare  Services 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  residential 
accommodation  for  aged  or  infirm  persons  is  available  at  Atherleigh  Grange, 
Hourigan  House  and  Lyndhurst,  Leigh  and  the  Winifred  Kettle  House,  Westhoughton, 
Wilfred  Geare  House,  Farnworth,  and  Alderbank,  Kearsley. 


Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee 


This  body,  consisting  of  representatives  of  all  local  voluntary 
organisations  interested  in  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  aged,  works  in 
close  association  with  the  statutory  services.  Amongst  the  many  services 
it  organises  and  provides,  are  visiting,  chiropody  and  meals  on  wheels. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Miss  S.  E.  Whittle,  64,  Dobb  Brow  Road,  Westhoughton. 


Available  at  the  Bolton  and  Wigan  Infirmaries.  Special  facilities  for 
chest  X-Ray  at  the  Hospital  Board's  Dispensaries  and  Chest  Clinics. 
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SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Bolton  Corporation  supply  Wes thought on  with  water  which  is  satisfactory 
in  regard  to  quality  and  quantity.  There  are  several  sources  of  supply, 
but  the  larger  quantity  comes  from  the  Lake  District.  All  water  is 
treated  before  passing  into  supply. 

During  the  year  a  total  number  of  671  damples  of  raw  water  were 
submitted  by  Bolton  to  bacteriological  examinsation  and  partial  chemical 
analysis  and  24  to  full  chemical  analysis  in  their  statutory  area  of  supply. 
In  addition  1,573  samples  of  filtered  and  treated  water  received 
bacteriological  examination  and  31  full  chemical  analysis.  The  results 
showed  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  B.  Coli  being  absent  in  98.00% 
of  potable  water  samples  tested.  All  water  is  treated  before  passing  into 
supply. 

Tests  of  the  water  show  there  is  no  significant  plumbo-solvent  action. 
No  special  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination.  Water  was  supplied  directly  from  the  public  mains  to 
serve  the  total  population  of  17,800  persons.  No  houses  are  supplied  by 
stand-pipes. 

During  the  year  274  yards  of  new  water  mains  were  completed  and  515 
yards  of  existing  mains  renewed. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

This  is  largely  on  the  combined  system.  There  is  one  main  sewage 
disposal  plant  at  Rogers  Farm  and  three  subsidiary  plants  at  Dicconson 
Lane,  Dog  Holes  Farm  and  Marsh  Brook.  Three  horizontal  flow 
sedimentation/ storm  tanks  have  been  constructed  to  replace  defective 
settlement  tanks  prior  to  complete  reconstruction  of  Rogers  Farm  Sewerage 
Works.  Work  on  the  main  contract  for  a  new  sewage  disposal  plant  will 
start  next  year. 

Closet  Accommodation 


In  nearly  all  cases  accommodation  consists  of  fresh  water  closets. 

A  few  pail  closets  are  in  use  however,  where  main  drainage  is  not 
available  and  certain  outlying  farms  use  privy  middens.  It  is 
anticipated  these  will  be  replaced  by  water  closets  as  the  district  develops. 

Numbers  and  types  of  closet  accommodation  existing  at  the  end  of  1970 
are  shown  overleaf,  the  figures  for  the  end  of  1  9&9  being  shown  in 
comparison. 
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Number  of  privy  middens 

Number  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 

Number  of  pail  closets 

Number  of  dry  ashpits 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins 

Number  of  trough  closets 

Number  of  waste  water  closets 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets 

Conversions  during  1970:- 

Number  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  W. C.’s 
Number  of  privy  closets  to  pails 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets 
Number  of  premises  at  which  moveable  ashbins  were 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 
Trough  closets  to  wash  down  pedestals 
Number  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  IV.  C.’s 


1270 

1969 

12 

14 

12 

14 

46 

47 

7,198  7,16b 


9 

9 

6, 925 

6,892 

2 


1 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Eighteen  men 
and  four  special  purpose  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  employed  emptying 
about  7,198  bins  weekly;  collecting  bulky  domestic  refuse;  salvage  and 
trade  refuse.  An  estimated  4,900  tons  of  household  refuse  was  collected 
during  the  year.  The  importance  of  this  service  may  be  gauged  by  the 
fact  that  Local  Authorities  in  England  can  expect  to  dispose  of  fourteen 
million  tons  of  house  and  trade  refuse  during  1970.  Volume  of  refuse 
continues  to  increase  as  paper  content  increases  and  by  1 980  a  44%  increase 
can  be  expected  in  bulk. 

A  satisfactory  and  regular  collection  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year  even  during  holiday  periods  and  adverse  weather  conditions. 

Controlled  tipping  has  continued  at  the  Garnet  Eold  site,  off  St. 

Helens  Road,  Westhoughton.  A  four  wheel  drive  mechanical  shovel  is  in 
use  for  spreading  or  consolidating  refuse  and  the  latest  recommendations 
by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  to  ensure  satisfactory  tipping,  are 
carried  out.  All  refuse  is  covered  dally  by  shale  or  other  suitable 
material.  Nine  hundred  removals  of  bulky  domestic  refuse  were  undertaken 
and  have  placed  a  considerable  additional  work  load  on  the  department. 

A  total  of  477  plastic  and  17  metal  bins  were  issued  to  domestic 
property  under  the  Council’s  replacement  scheme.  A  limited  number  of  paper 
sacks  are  in  use  at  flats. 

Street  cleansing  including  litter  collection  is  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Income 


The  collection  of  waste  paper  and  tins  was  as  follows :- 


1970  69  tons  17  cwts.  1 2  tons  3  cwts.  £713 

1969  83  tons  4  cwts.  8  tons  14  cwts.  2  qrs.  £724 

Tins  have  continued  to  he  removed  from  the  tip  in  the  normal  process 
of  controlled  tipping 

Public  Conveniences 


New  public  conveniences  adjoining  the  Market  were  opened  in  August  of 
this  year.  These  conveniences  are  built  to  a  modern  design  and  have 
stainless  steel  wash  basins  and  electric  hand  drying  equipment.  Special 
provision  has  been  made  for  handicapped  persons.  Flushing  apparatus  to 
toilets  and  pipework  has  been  installed  in  a  service  passage  in  an  endeavour 
to  mitigate  vandalism.  Mechanical  ventilation  has  also  been  provided.  It 
is  considered  that  the  amenities  provided  and  cleanliness  are  of  a  high 
standard  but  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  the 
public.  It  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  report  any  acts  of  vandalism  by  c\ 
senseless  minority  to  the  Police  or  Health  Department  so  that  in  appropriate 
cases  action  can  be  taken. 


Public  Health  Inspections 

12Z2 

1969 

Premises  visited 

3,734 

4, 663 

Number  of  visits:- 

3,393 

6,622 

Housing  and  nuisances 

2,061 

2,685 

Factories 

53 

61, 

Infectious  diseases 

27 

14 

Food  poisoning 

15 

2 

Rodent  control 

32 

8 

Offensive  trade 

277 

168 

Schools 

11 

13 

Offices,  Shops  &.  Railway  Premises  Act  1  963 

48 

62 

Shops  (Employment  of  Young  Persons) 

415 

438 

Food  premises 

366 

364 

Clean  Air 

1,732 

2,439 

Miscellaneous 

353 

346 

Noise 

5 

22 

Defects  or  nuisances:- 

Number  discovered 

466 

745 

Number  abated 

1,162 

1,602 

Number  of  Notices  served:- 

Informal 

148 

195 

Statutory 

11 

6 
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Public  Health  Inspections  (cont’d) 

A  large  number  of  inspections  were  made  to  a  wide  variety  of  premises. 
Work  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  consequent 
preparation  of  schedules  of  repair  has  occupied  an  increasing  amount  of 
time  and  has  been  carried  out  in  close  liason  with  the  Surveyors  department. 
G-enerally  speaking  housing  standards  in  the  district  are  reasonably  good 
as  more  and  more  properties  become  owner/ occupied.  Food  premises  received 

regular  visits,  particularly  where  food  preparation  is  undertaken.  The 
technical  officer  on  smoke  control  is  kept  fully  occupied  and  though 
shortages  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  were  apparent,  progress  has  been  maintained. 
Milk;  ice  cream  and  water  sampling  was  carried  out  throughout  th,e  year. 

Food  condemnations  at  a  wholesale  warehouse  and  poultry  inspection  are 
routine  tasks  of  the  department.  During  the  year  a  Jubilee  camp  for 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  guides  was  held  in  Hulton  Park  and  advice  and  help 
particularly  in  relation  to  refuse  disposal  was  given  by  the  Inspectors. 

It  was  pleasing  to  note  the  high  standard  of  sanitation  maintained  by  the 
organisers  of  the  camp.  An  infestation  of  plaster  beetles  in  a  new  house; 
maggots  in  dried  fruit  and  keeping  of  fowl  in  a  dwelling  were  some  of  the 
more  unusual  complaints  which  received  attention. 

Shops 

There  were  4 15  inspections  of  shops  carried  out  in  relation  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  persons  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950* 
Individual  contraventions  were  reported  to  Lancashire  County  Council  for 
action. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  relates  to  the  welfare  of  office  and  shop  workers. 

There  were  eighty  seven  registered  premises  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  This  figure  included  fifty- five  retail  shops;  nineteen 
offices  and  eleven  catering  establishments.  Forty-eight  inspections 
of  registered  premises  were  carried  out.  The  number  of  persons 
employed  at  registered  premises  totalled  four  hundred  and  fourteen  males 
and  two  hundred  and  fourteen  females. 

A  summary  of  cases  where  compliance  has  been  requested  and  of  work 
done  is  given  overleaf 
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Offices,  Shops  anc  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
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The  majority  of  registered  premises  are  quite  small  and  employ  two 
or  three  people  only.  General  compliance  with  the  Act  is  satisfactory. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  no  complaints  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  were 
received  from  employees  at  the  Department  or  during  inspection.  Guarding 
of  machinery  is  particularly  emphasised.  The  design  of  some  plastic 
guards  for  gravity  food  slicing  machines  has  given  rise  to  difficulty  in 
use-  and  modifications  have  had  to  be  suggested. 


There  are,,  as  far  as  is  known,  no  registered  premises  in  the  District 
to  which  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  (Hoists  and  lifts) 
Regulations  1968'  apply.  No  accidents,  were  reported. 


Offensive  Trades 

•Two  hundred  and  seventy  seven  inspections  at  a  Pat  Melters  premises 
were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Emission  of  offensive  odours  has 
continued  to  be  the  cause  of  serious  nuisance  and  complaint.  The 
Council  have  resolved  to  take  action  to  claim  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  firm  concerned  from  carrying  on  their  business  so  as  to  cause 
nuisance  by  stenches. 


Common 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

An  indoor  swimming  pool  of  10,000  gallons  capacity  is  in  use  at 
the  V/es thought on  County  Primary  School,  Central  Drive.  The  water  is 
heated,  filtered  and  chlorinated.  Twelve  bacteriological  and  two 
chemical  samples  were  taken  and  proved  satisfactory.  The  Health 
Department  advise  and  act  in  consultation  with  the  school  staff  to  ensure 
satisfactory  standards  are  maintained. 


Disinfestation 

•  During  the  year  infestations  of  insects  were  dealt  with  at  twenty- 
six  premises.  The  majority  of  infestations  related  to  cockroaches  though 
ants;  earwigs  and  wasps  were  dealt  with  on  a  number  of  occasions.  The 
more  persistent  organo chlorine  insecticides  i.e.  dieldrin;  D.D.T.  and 
Gamma- BHC  are  gradually  being  phased  out  and  replaced  by  the  less 
persistent  organophosphorus  compounds  i.e.  Malathion;  Diazinon  and 
Dichlorvos.  It  is  now  recognised  the  indiscriminate  use  of  any 
insecticide  and  especially  the  more  persistent  types  is  inadvisable. 
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Schools 


The  water  supply  to  the  schools  in  the  area  was  found  to  be  constant 
and  sufficient*  All  schools  now  have  modern  type  water  closets  and 
eleven  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Regular  cleansing 
and  decoration  of  the  conveniences  is  carried  out.  Inspections  of 
school  meals  facilities  and  kitchens  wdre  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
advice  given  as  necessary. 


Eight  scrap  metal  dealers  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  keeping  of  records  is 
undertaken  by  the  Police. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured, 
used  or  sold. 

Rodent  Control 

During  1970  the  work  of  rodent  control  continued,  the  Cleansing 
Foreman  carrying  out  treatment  assisted  by  a  newly  appointed  rodent 
operator. 

All  rats  and  mice  infestations  are  promptly  dealt  with,  private 
dwellings  being  treated  free  of  charge.  Treatment  of  business  premises 
is  charged  on  a  basis  of  men’ s  time  and  materials  used.  "Alphakil”  has 
replaced  the  use  of  Warfarin  for  mice  and  is  proving  effective. 

Three  hundred  and  three  premises  were  inspected  and  six  hundred  and 
twenty  visits  made  to  property  either  for  the  purposes  of  survey  or  for 
dealing  with  infestations. .  One  hundred  and  seventy  six  rat  infestations 
and  eighty  seven  mice  infestations  were  found  and  treatment  carried  out.  Sixty 
inspections  of  agricultural  properties  were  undertaken  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
The  treatment  of  the  sewers  using  Warfarin  poison  plus  a  bait  preservative, 
was  carried  out  as  usual. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Little  action  was  necessary  in  relation  to  moveable  dwellings. 

Advice  was  given  when  required  on  the  conditions  normally  imposed  on  sites 
licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  19^0. 

Two  site  licenses  were  in  operation  during  the  year.  One  licence  expired 
by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  other  site  was  used  by  one  caravan  only 
partly  for  domestic  and  partly  for'  business  purposes.  One  site  certified 
by  the  Caravan  Club  for  use  by  their  members  only  as  an  overnight  halt 
exists  in  the  district. 
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CLEM  AIR 


Smoke  Control 

Industrial  smoke  is  now  at  a  minimum  in  the  district  as  the  change 
to  oil  burning  boiler  plant  has, continued. 

The  Council’s  No.  6  Smoke  Control  Order  covering  almost  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  properties  in  the  Leigh 
Road/Park  Road  south  area  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  during  the  year 
and  becomes  operative  on  1st  July,  1972.  The  No.  5  Smoke  Control  Order 
in  the  Over  Ilulton  area  covering  522  dwellings  became  operative  on 
1st  October,  1970.  Approximately  2,175  premises  are  now  subject  to 
confirmed  Smoke  Control  Orders.  The  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuel 
was  not  as  acute  as  anticipated  and  no  Orders  were  suspended  by  the 
Council.  It  is  hoped  that  smokeless  fuel  supplies  will  very  largely 
be  in  balance  during  the  winter  of  1971/72.  The  trend  towards  piped 
fuels  continues  and  central  heating  is  becoming  commonplace.  Many 
people  desiring  solid  fuel  find  that  the  slim  line  glass  fronted 
roomheater  is  efficient  and  economical  and  the  Council  decided  to  use 
this  form  of  appliance,  where  solid  fuel  is  chosen,  when  improving  the 
first  phase  of  Hindleys  estate. 

The  need  to  press  on  with  Smoke  Control  is  vital  both  on  grounds 
of  public  health  and  as  part  of  the  much  needed  environmental  improvement 
of  this  part  of  the  North  West. 

Measurement  of  Atpfapspheric  Pollution. 

Smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  measurement  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  the  Library  Street  site,  and  as  in  previous  years  pollution  was 
highest  during  the  months  October  to  March  when  domestic  fires  were  in 
general  use. 

The  average  pollution  recorded  for  the  year  was  102  microgrammes  of 
smoke  per  cubic  metre  of  air,  and  140  microgrammes  of  sulphur  dioxide 
per  cubic  metre  of  air.  This  compared  with  230  microgrammes  of  smoke  and 
213  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  1962  when  measurements  were  first  taken.  Yi/hile 
smoke  has  decreased  steadily  year  by  year  and  now  represents  a  56/ 
reduction  since  1962,  sulphur  dioxide  has  remained  fairly  constant'  for 
the  past  four  years.  There  has  however  been  a  reduction  of  some  35/ 
since  1962. 
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SECTION  D 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

Dairy  farmers  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food.  Licences  to  sell  special  designated  milk  namely,  "Pasteurised’*, 
"Sterilised",  "Ultra  Heat  Treated"  and  "Untreated"  are  issued  by  Lancashire 
County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area.  Milk  distributors 
licences  continue  to  be  issued  by  the  Council. 

Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  relation  to  samples  taken  in  the 
district : - 


(a)  Haw  Milk 

( i)  Tuberculosis  -  Biological  Test 


No.  of  samples  10  No.  negative 

10 

No.  positive 

Nil 

Brucellosis  -  Ring  Test 

No.  of  samples  101  No.  negative 

86 

No.  positive 

15 

Brucellosis  -  Culture  Test 

No.  of  samples  11  No.  negative 

5 

No.  positive 

6 

Brucellosis  -  Biological  Test 

No.  of  samples  4  No.  negative 

3 

No.  positive 

1 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

No.  of  samples  34  No.  satisfactory  2 6  No.  unsatisfactory  8 


(b)  "Heat  Treated"  milk  -  pasteurised 
( i)  Phosphatase  Test 

No.  of  samples  12  No.  satisfactory 

( ii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Tebt 

No.  of  samples  12  No.  satisfactory 


12  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 


12  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 


( c )  "Heat  Treated"  milk  -  sterilised 
(i)  Turbidity  Test 

No.  of  samples  4  No.  satisfactory  A  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 
(ii)  "Ultra  Heat  Treated"  -  colony  count  test 


No.  of  samples 


2  No.  satisfactory  2 


No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 


Sampling  over  the  last  few  years  has  made  dairy  farmers  aware  of  the 
problem  of  brucellosis  infection  of  raw  milk  and  most  producers  are  anxious  and 
willing  to  take  all  practical  steps  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  their  herds 
being  infected.  Four  cattle  excreting  brucella  organisms  were  slaughtered. 

No  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  were  forwarded  to  the  Divisional 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Ice-cream 

Forty  six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  which  is 
’’pre-packed”  with  the  exception  of  one  shop  selling  a  ”  Cold  Mix”  product  and 
a  manufacturer’s  premises  producing  "Hot  Mix”  ice-cream. 


Fourteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  eleven  were 
found  to  be  in  the  provisional  Grade  1 ;  one  sample  Grade  2  and  two  samples 
Grade  3 • 

Twenty  six  inspections  in  relation  to  premises  and  vehicles  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Shell  Fish 

No  cases  of  illness  due  to  consumption  of  shell  fish  were  reported. 


Four  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test  proved 
satisfactory.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 


Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year:- 


Type  of  business 

No 

»jfc.-.xTr  g  :  rifcj 

A 

B 

G 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers 

'54 

54 

54 

54 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

7  ! 

7 

7 

7  1 

Fishmongers 

i  ! 

1 

1 

1 

Meat  Shops 

13  ] 

13 

13 

13 

Bakers  and/ or  confections 

12  1 

12 

j  12 

12 

Fried  Fish  shops 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 

I  minerals,  ice-cream  etc. 

9 

9 

9 

"  9 

|  Licensed  premises,  Clubs,  canteens. 

i  *  ’ 

restaurants,  .snack  bars,  catering 

establishments 

69 

69 

69 

69  J 

Food  premises  (cont’d) 


NOTE :  Food  Hygiene  ( G-onera] 


;ions,  I960  in  table  on  pi 


A  -  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  relating  to  washbasins. 

B  -  Premises  to  which  Regulation  19  -relating  to  sinks  applies. 

C  -  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  1 9  in  relation  to  sinks 
for  washing  food  or  equipment. 

A  total  of  3 66  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year.  57 
defects  were  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  1 9&0  and 
87  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year. 


The  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  advise  traders  starting  food 
businesses  on  matters  of  food  hygiene.  Codes  of  practice  relating  to  the 
handling  of  fresh  meat  pies,  cooked  meats  and  fresh  sausages  have  been 
issued.  The  importance  of  proper  storage  under  cool  conditions  has  been 
emphasised.  The  handling  and  separation  of  raw  meat  and  cooked  meat  and 
the  use  of  separate  cutting  boards  and  knives  has  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  shopkeepers.  It  is  felt  that  pre-packaging  of  many  foods  has  improved 
food  hygiene  provided  stock  rotation,  which  is  the  ultimate  responsibility 
of  the  retailer,  is  carried  out  on  a  strict  basis. 


Food  traders  are  reminded  on  inspection  that  the  use  of  improved 
equipment  i.e.  stainless  steel  sinks  and  detergent/sterilizing  solutions 
though  highly  desirable  is  no  substitute  for  a  regular  routine  of  cleaning 
every  part  of  the  premises.  Such  equipment  is  an  aid  to  cleanliness 
but  no  substitution  for  it.  Personal  cleanliness  continues  to  be  of 
paramount  importance  in  all  stages  of  the  handling  of  food. 

Improvements  to  the  Market  have  been  carried  out  to  secure  compliance 
with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Food  stalls  selling  open  food  have  formica 
topped  counters,  stainless  steel  sinks  and  washbasins  with  piped  hot  and 
cold  water  supply.  New  toilets  and  washing  facilities  have  also  been 
provided  for  the  general  use  of  market  traders.  Better  counter  screening 
is  to  be  provided  to  ensure  greater  protection  of  food  from  the  public. 

A  worthwhile  improvement  has  been  achieved  and  the  Market  now  provides 
good  facilities  for  both  traders  and  the  general  public. 

Meat 


No  slaughterhouses  were  in  operation  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
The  inspection  of  meat  and  meat  products  is  carried  out  at  food  shops  as  a 
routine  procedure. 
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Food  condemned 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  surrendered 


Tinned  meat 

959  lbs. 

Tinned  milk 

7  lbs. 

Tinned  fruit 

1,744  lbs. 

Tinned  fish 

116  lbs. 

Tinned  vegetables 

3,086  lbs. 

Tinned  soup 

1,902  lbs. 

Tinned  rice  pudding 

561  lbs. 

Fresh  meat 

52  lbs. 

Cream 

14  lbs. 

Fruit  juice 

31  lbs. 

Sugar 

324  lbs. 

Spaghetti 

24  lbs. 

Pickles 

21  lbs. 

Frozen  Food 

523  pkts 

Fat 

59  lbs. 

Salt 

49  lbs. 

Sauce 

53  lbs. 

Prune  s 

192  lbs. 

Ready  Meals 

33  lbs. 

Jam 

45  lbs. 

Sponge  pudding 

15  lbs. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  in  the 
district.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
the  following  information 


A  total  of  1 1 8  samples  was  obtained  comprising  92  milks  (12  of  which 
were  Channel  Islands  milk)  and  26  others  as  follows 


1  Ready  meal  (dried  beef 
and  potato) 

1  coffee 

1  Grapefruit,  canned 
1  Beefburger,  frozen 
1  Shrimps,  canned 
1  Soup,  condensed,  canned 
1  Milk  Top,  canned 
1  Pork  and  Tonge,  canned 
1  Petroleum  Jelly  BP 
1  Cough  mixture 
1  Vegetable  salad 
1  Fresh  cream 


1  Dessert,  frozen 

2  Flour  confectionery 
1  Ground  almonds 

1  Christmas  pudding 
1  Cheese  spread  with  pineapple 
1  Marmalade 
1  Apple  Sauce 
1  Borax  BP 
1  Malted  Beverage 
1  Haddock,  frozen 
1  Apricots,  canned 
1  Pork  sausages 
1  Dessert  Mix 


I  give  below 
adverse  reports 

Sample 


details  of  those  sample  on  which  the  County  Analyst  gave 


Re  suit 


Action  t alien 


Formal  milk 
Cough  Mixture 

Informal  Milk 
(Channel  Island) 


Contained  0.05  units  per  cm  penicillin 

Chloroform  content  only  0.17%  compared 
with  0.4%  declared. 


Dairy  cautioned. 

Manufacturer 
communicated  with 


Contained  a  soluble  compound  of  iron  Prosecution 

equivalent  to  557  parts  of  iron  (as  fe)  pending, 
in  one  million  parts  of  the  milk. 
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(i)  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  district  .  1 

(il)  Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  .  . 60 

(ill)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  .  3&7>334 

(IV)  Types  of  birds  processed  -  hens;  capons;  cocks. 

(V)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  3»52% 
(Vi)  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  .42,436  lbs 


(VIl)  Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  premises  and  carcases  showing 
evidence  of  disease  are  rejected  by  the  operator  or  in 
doubtful  cases  set  aside  for  inspection  by  the  Public 
Health  Department.  Reasonable  food  hygiene  conditions  are 
maintained  but  improvements  to  buildings  are  necessary. 
During  the  year  the  premises  were  connected  to  main  drainage 
via  an  intercepting  chamber. 


These  regulations  allow  imported  food  to  be  transported  in  locked 
containers  from  the  ports  for  inspection  at  their  point  of 
destination.  This  is  a  growing  practice  allied  to  modern  methods 
of  handling  imports  at  the  docks.  During  the  year  a  number  of  bales 

of  Irish  bacon  and  bags  of  pickling  onions  from  America  were  inspected 
and  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption. 
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SECTION  E 


Housing 


Statistics 

Eifty  eight  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  by  private 
builders.  Five  two  bedroom  council  flats;  eigh  maisonettes  having  three 
bedrooms  each  and  thirteen  one  bedroom  bungalows  were  also  completed. 
Seven  of  these  bungalows  are  connected  to  an  emergency  call  system  at  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  Winifred  Kettle  House. 

1,358  dwellings  in  V/es though ton  are  owned  and  maintained  by  the 
Council.  This  number  includes  77  former  National  Coal  Board  houses  a 
majority  of  which  are  intended  to  be  improved  to  modern  standards.  Much 
of  the  private  housing  in  the  district  is  owner/occupied. 

Sufficiency  of  supply  cf  houses 


There  are  479  applicants  on  the  Councils  Housing  List.  375  of  jhe 
applicants  are  however  householders  and  120  of  these  are  Council  tenants 
desiring  bungalow  accommodation.  The  main  housing  requirements  relate 
to  the  provision  of  small  units  of  accommodation.  The  construction  of 
49  dwellings  to  be  built  on  the  metric  system  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  These  consist  of  1 8  one  bedroom  flats;  18  two  bedroom  flats 
and  13  three  bedroom  bungalows. 

The  provision  of  approximately  13  small  dwellings  on  the  Church 
Street/Wesley  Street  site;  24  small  dwellings  on  the  White  Horse  site; 

110  dwellings  on  the  Daisy  Hill  site  and  24  bungalows  in  King  Street  are 
contemplated.  Exact  figures  of  the  number  of  dwellings  on  each  site 
have  yet  to  be  finalised  and  may  therefore  be  subject  to  some  alteration. 


Fitness  of  houses 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  relation  to  fitness  of  houses.  Defects  were  remedied  at  155 
houses  as  a  result  of  the  service  of  notices  or  other  action  by  the 
Department.  The  number  and  type  of  defects  found  and  remedied  by  the 
end  of  the  year  are  shown  below 


Type  of  Defects  at  Dwellinghouses 

Found 

| -  ’ 

Remedied 

Drains 

71 

82 

Roofs 

18 

41 

1  Chimneys 

17 

42 

i  Eavesgutters 

27 

52 

Rainwater  pipes 

14 

15 

Walls 

27 

63 

j  Damp 

23 

94 
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Fitness  of  houses  (cont’d) 


I  Type  of  Defects  at  Dwellinghouses 

Found 

Remedied 

1  Wallplaster 

28 

21 

118 

Ceiling  plaster 

52 

s  Sinks 

— 

8 

I  Sink  waste 

3 

16 

|  Skirtings 

1 

— 

Floors 

20 

46 

Stairs 

1 

7 

1  Windows 

6l 

153 

Ventilation 

— 

7 

Doors 

1 

73 

Food  storage 

— 

17 

i  Food  preparation 

— 

— 

|  Food  cooking 

— 

— 

|  Lighting  (natural) 

1 

24 

Firegrates 

4 

6  I 

|  Closets 

22 

41  i 

|  Yards  and  passages 

3 

30  1 

Other  defects 

— 

—  { 

Total 

363 

987 

- 


Three  Clearance  Areas  -  Brancker  Street  (No.  2)  (No.  3)  and  (No.  4) 
consisting  in  total  of  fifty  four  dwellings  were  represented  to  the 
Council  as  unfit  and  two  individually  unfit  houses  were  also  represented. 
Thirty  two  unfit  houses  v/ere  demolished  and  one  house  closed.  Eighteen 
families  including  forty  three  people  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  95  unfit  houses  from  the  Council’s  1967/72  Clearance  Programme 
remain  to  be  demolished.  The  main  need  is  for  small  dwelling  accommodation. 

Fifty  one  applications  for  Standard  Improvement  Grants  to  dwellings 
were  submitted  to  the  Council  and  all  were  approved.  Work  was  completed 
at  forty  one  dwellings.  Eight  applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
relating  to  whole  house  renovation  v/ere  submitted  and  six  were  approved. 

In  suitable  cases,,  providing  the  property  will  have  a  satisfactory  life 
on  completion,  grant  is  available  for  a  wide  range  of  improvements. 

During  the  year  work  started  on  the  improvement  of  72  council 
houses  on  the  Hindleys  (No.  l)  Estate.  It  is  anticipated  that  over  a 
period  of  three  years  230  pre-war  houses  will  be  improved  to  a  high 
standard. 


-  29  - 


SECTION  F 


Prevelence  of,  and  control  over 
Infectious  and  other  diseases 


Diphtheria 


No  case  occurred  in  the  district, 
however,  remains . 


The  need  to  continue  immunisation 


No  case  was  notified, 


Food  Poisoning 


No  case  was  notified 
Measles 

A  total  of  49  notifications  were  received. 
Meningococcal  Infection 

No  case  was  notified. 


No  case  was  notified 


No  case  reported.  The  need  to  continue  immunisation  is  important', 


Scarlet  Fever 


6  cases  were  notified. 


No  case  or  contact  reported. 


Tuberculosis 


Three  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 


9  cases  were  notified. 
Infective  Jaundice 

2  cases  were  notified. 
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All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  and 
food  poisoning  are  now  to  be  found  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the  Health 
Services  and  Public  ileal th  Act  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations  1968. 

Infectious  diseases  now  to  be  notified  by  medical  practitioners  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are:- 


Acute  encephalitis 

Acute  meningitis 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Anthrax 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 
Infective  jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptrospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Who oping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


Food  poisoning  is  also  notifiable. 


f 


Notification  of  the  following  diseases  is  no  longer  required: - 


Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
Acute  primary  pneumonia 
Acute  rheumatism 


Erysipelas 
Membraneous  croup 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
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Corrected  cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) 

notified  during  the  year  1970 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  duiin^ 


Deaths 


Non  respiratory 


Total 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  year:- 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis:  23 

Noh-respiratory  Tuberculosis:  13 
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SECTION  & 


Factories  Act  1961. 

Visits  to  factories  during  the  year  showed  that  standards  of  sanitary 
accommodation  are  generally  satisfactory.  Co-operation  with  firms  was 
good  and  legal  action  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  was 
found  unnecessary.  Cotton  Spinning  and  Weaving;  Steel  Erecting; 

Metal  Box  manufacture;  Manufacturing  Chemists;  Paint;  Raincoat  and 
Plasterboard  manufacture  are  the  chief  industries  in  the  area. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1 96l 

Part  1  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 
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1 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Pound  Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ( S . 6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

( a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Three  outworkers  are  employed  in  the  district 


SECTION  H 


HOME  SAEETY 


A  Safety  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  deal  with  both  Home 
Safety  and  Road  Safety  matters.  All  members  of  the  Council  served  on  the 
Committee  and  also  the  following  persons  not  being  members  of  the  Council, 
namely: - 

Mr.  J.  W.  Todd  (Rospa) 

Mr.  R.  Greaves 
Mr.  G.  Hall iw el'l 
Mr.  J.  B.  Abbott; 

Dr.  S.  L.  McKinley 


Miss  C.  Wood 

Mr.  B.  Hamer 

Supt.  X.  Burgess 

P.C.  Rowlands  (Traffic  Dept) 

Station  Officer  B.  Eckersley  (Eire  Service) 


A  Home  Safety  Trailer  provided  by  Lancashire  County  Council  toured 
Westhoughton  during  "Wakes"  weekend,  Saturday,  29th  August  and  formed  part  of 
a  carnival  procession  run  on  behalf  of  local  charity.  The  trailer  depicted 
a  railway  engine  and  displayed  various  safety  symbols.  As  in  previous 
years  Home  Safety  literature  was  provided  for  the  public  in  the  library  foyer. 

Statistics  show  that  the  young  and  aged  people  are  most  prone  to 
accidents  in  the  home.  The  need  to  keep  medicines  and  disinfectants  etc. 
out  of  reach  of  children  cannot  be  over  emphasised.  Toxic  liquids  should 
always  be  clearly  labelled  and  not  kep$  in  disused  lemonade  bottles  or 
similar  containers.  Palis  among  the  old  are  a  frequent  cause  of  accident 
and  careful  attention  to  loose  stair  carpets  and  uneven  or  slippery  floor 
surfaces  is  of  vital  importance. 

The  use  of  fused  plugs,  on  ring  main  circuits  is  important  and  care 
should  always  be  taken  to  see  that  the  correct  fuse  is  used  in  relation  to 
the  particular  appliance.  Long  flexes-  trailing  across  a  floor  to  electrical 
appliances  are  to  be  avoided  and  an  adequate  number  of  electric  points  in  a 
house  is  essential.  Electric  appliances  should  not  be  plugged  into  light 
sockets  in  bathrooms. 


J  . 


